REGIONAL NEWS RELEASE
United States Department of Agriculture
NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS SERVICE
MOUNTAIN REGIONAL FIELD OFFICE
P.O. BOX 150969 · Lakewood, CO 80215-9966

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
February 27, 2019

Contact: Bill Meyer
(800) 392-3202

LIVESTOCK SLAUGHTER – DECEMBER 2019
UNITED STATES HIGHLIGHTS
Commercial red meat production for the United States totaled 4.37 billion pounds in December, down 1 percent from
the 4.40 billion pounds produced in December 2017.
Beef production, at 2.12 billion pounds, was 2 percent below the previous year. Cattle slaughter totaled 2.58 million
head, down slightly from December 2017. The average live weight was down 12 pounds from the previous year, at
1,368 pounds.
Veal production totaled 6.5 million pounds, 2 percent below December a year ago. Calf slaughter totaled 53,600 head, up
16 percent from December 2017. The average live weight was down 35 pounds from last year, at 210 pounds.
Pork production totaled 2.23 billion pounds, down slightly from the previous year. Hog slaughter totaled 10.5 million
head, down slightly from December 2017. The average live weight was unchanged from the previous year, at 286 pounds.
Lamb and mutton production, at 13.2 million pounds, was up 3 percent from December 2017. Sheep slaughter totaled
201,800 head, 7 percent above last year. The average live weight was 131 pounds, down 5 pounds from December a year
ago.
January to December 2018 commercial red meat production was 53.4 billion pounds, up 3 percent from 2017.
Accumulated beef production was up 3 percent from last year, veal was up 2 percent, pork was up 3 percent from last
year, and lamb and mutton production was up 5 percent.
For a full copy of the Livestock Slaughter report please visit www.nass.usda.gov. For state specific questions please contact:
Arizona – Dave DeWalt
Colorado – William R. Meyer
Montana – Eric Sommer
New Mexico – Longino Bustillo
Utah – John Hilton
Wyoming – Rhonda Brandt

1-800-645-7286
1-800-392-3202
1-800-835-2612
1-800-530-8810
1-800-747-8522
1-800-892-1660

NASS provides accurate, timely, and useful statistics in service to U.S. agriculture. We invite you to provide occasional feedback on our products and services. Sign up at
http:/usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/subscriptions and look for "NASS Data User Community."
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Ave., S.W., Washington,
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