
 

 

Regenerating Landscapes:  Back to the Future 

The Colorado Section of the Society for Range Management and Colorado State 
University Extension are pleased to announce an exciting training opportunity 
providing information about the land stewardship methods and practices that 

worked in the past and are now being incorporated back into the future of  
regenerating landscapes.  

October 31-November 1, 2017  
Colorado State Fairgrounds  

Creative Arts Building 
Pueblo, Colorado  

What is regenerative agriculture and how can those 
methods be used to restore depleted grazing lands,  
develop a successful livestock operation and stay  
financially and environmentally sound? 



 

 

Agenda 
Tuesday, October 31  Moderator:  Ben Berlinger, Josh Saunders   

7:00-8:30  Exhibitor Set-up    

7:30-8:30 Registration        

8:30-8:45 Welcome and Introduction:  Dan Nosal, President-Elect, Colorado Section SRM 

8:45-9:30 Land Stewardship - A Cultural Native American Perspective:  Allen Maez, Retired NRCS  

9:30-10:15 The Original Mob Grazers:  Dave Carter, National Bison Association 

10:15-10:30 Break/Exhibitor Interaction 

10:30-11:45 Our Wandering Industry:  Chip Hines, Retired Rancher and Author 

11:45-12:45 Lunch: Catered by Rye FFA 

12:45-2:15 Adaptive Multi-Paddock Grazing Research:  Dr. Richard Teague, Texas A&M 

2:15-3:30 High Stock Density Grazing and Regenerating Soil Health:  Doug Peterson, NRCS  

3:30-3:45 Break/Exhibitor Interaction 

3:45-5:00 Mob Grazing - Consultant’s Perspective:  Hugh Aljoe, Noble Foundation 

5:00-5:45 Rancher Experience with Mob Grazing:  Louis Martin, Round River Resource Management 

5:45-6:00 Wrap-up and Evaluation:  Tom Laca, CSU Extension 

6:00-7:00 Dinner:  Locally Catered 

7:00-8:30 Colorado Section - SRM Business Meeting:  Josh Saunders, CSSRM President 

 

      Wednesday, November 1  Moderator:  Michael Fisher, Paul Meiman   

8:00-8:15 Registration 

8:15-8:30 Welcome and Introduction:  Dan Nosal, President-Elect, Colorado Section SRM 

8:30-9:30 Colorado State University Graduate Student Research/Results:  Paul Meiman with Elena  
  Dosamantes and Scott Bradfield,  CSU 

9:30-10:30 Regenerating Brittle Landscapes:  Byron Shelton, Savory Institute 

10:30-10:45 Break/Exhibitor Interaction 

10:45-12:00 Sustainable Locally-Grown Agriculture:  Brook Levan and Zopher Sabo, Sustainable Settings 

12:00-1:00 Lunch:  Locally Grown  

1:00-2:00 New Agrarian Program-Apprenticeship Relations:  Julie Sullivan/Paul Neubauer, Blue Range Ranch 

2:00-2:45 Grassfed Opportunities-Grass to Grill:  Katie Miller/Carrie Balkcom, American Grassfed Asso. 

2:45-3:00 Break/Exhibitor Interaction 

3:00-3:45 Technology/Information-Building Resilience for Regenerative Grazing:  Christine Su, PastureMap 

3:45-4:30 Regenerative Stewardship:  Tate Smith, Regenerative Stewardship LLC 

4:30-5:00 Ecological Site Information as a Drought Adaptation Tool on Rangelands:  Amber Wyndham, NRCS 

5:00-5:15 Wrap-up and Evaluation:  Tom Laca, CSU Extension 

 

 



 

 

Dave Carter is the Executive Director of the National Bison Association,  and a part-
ner in a bison herd holistically managed on a 7,800-acre ranch owned by the Savory Insti-
tute in eastern Colorado. Mr. Carter was a leader in the six-year campaign that resulted in 
bison being designated as the National Mammal of the United States, and he is now coor-
dinating the effort to restore one million bison to North America. He has a long history in 
sustainable and regenerative agriculture, having served as the Chair of the USDA Nation-
al Organic Standards Board from 2001-2003. 

Featured Speakers   

Chip Hines was born and raised on a combination farm/ranch in Eastern Colorado.  
The growing up years were during the 1950s drought and dirt storms that were a repeat 
of the 1930s Dust Bowl, though not as severe, but still left a long-lasting mind effect.  
Over the years, management based on the natural world replaced reliance on technology 
and inputs.  Chip is now the author of four books and has been a guest speaker spreading 
the message to apply management based on the natural world.  

Dr. Richard Teague is an Associate Resident Director and Professor at Texas 
A&M AgriLife Research and Extension Center in Vernon, Texas.  The purpose of his 
research is to conduct a ranch-scale, multi-county assessment that addresses two re-
lated objectives in the context of Climate Change Mitigation and Adaptation: 

(1)  Determine the extent that grazing strategies influence key ecosystem services 
(especially soil and vegetation carbon sequestration), soil fertility and stability, water 
quality, net primary and secondary production, and the economic viability of working 
ranches that contribute to the retention of open space and rural community health in 
North American grazing ecosystems. 

(2)  Determine the extent that different grazing management strategies can be used 
by livestock producers to mitigate and adapt to alternative climate change scenarios. 

Doug Peterson has been an NRCS employee for over 29 years.  He started his ca-
reer as a Soil Scientist.  Currently he is a Regional Soil Health Specialist for Missouri 
and Iowa teaching NRCS staff and producers around the mid-west about soil health, 
how it impacts virtually all natural resource processes, and what type of management it 
will take to effectively improve our soils health, function and productivity. 

Doug runs about 350 cows with his father in Northern Missouri.  They utilize Manage-
ment-intensive Grazing and Holistic High Density Grazing to improve soil health, elimi-
nate the need for most purchased fertilizer and limit hay needs to about one bale per 
cow per winter. 

Doug’s NRCS training coupled with his real world hands on experience make him a 
unique speaker that is relatable to both agency personnel and producers.  

 

Hugh Aljoe is Director of Producer Relations for the Noble Research Institute of 
Ardmore, OK. The Noble Research Institute provides integrated consultation to 1700 
regional producers. Aljoe has been with Noble for 22 years, serving as a Pasture & Range 
consultant specializing in grazing management. Prior to joining Noble, Aljoe spent 10 
years managing a 1400-head cow-calf operation in east Texas utilizing adaptive, multi-
paddock grazing management. 



 

 

Louis Martin is founder and CEO of Round River Resource Manage-
ment, a land and livestock management company dedicated to managing 
ranch lands and livestock for economic and ecological sustainability.  Louis 
has been involved in the ranching industry for over forty years and has 
been a student of holistic management since 1985.   In 2003, Louis moved 
to Colorado and in 2008 founded Round River after being selected to lease 
and manage the Brett Gray Ranch by the Colorado State Land Board and 
The Nature Conservancy.  Today, Round River manages of over 75,000 
acres of ranch lands, using regenerative time-controlled grazing practices 
and livestock as tools to restore ranchlands and provide profitability to 
land and livestock owners.   

Associate Professor of Rangeland Ecology and Management, Paul Meiman has been a 
member of the Forest and Rangeland Stewardship faculty at Colorado State University 
since 2006. He has worked extensively with land, livestock and natural resource manag-
ers to develop and implement cooperative rangeland monitoring programs and associat-
ed resource management and conservation decisions. His interests are closely related 
to, and have been influenced by on-the-ground interactions with ranchers, land and nat-
ural resource managers. Interests include invasive plants, plant/herbivore interactions, 
livestock grazing management, succession (including post-fire community dynamics), and 
riparian area management. 

Elena Graciela Dosamantes was raised in Cananea,  a small town in northern Mexico 
where her family has owned and operated a ranch for many generations. She came to the 
United States to attend the University of Arizona where she completed her B.S. degree in 
Natural Resources with an emphasis in Ecology, Management and Restoration of Rangelands. 

Her research interests include decision-making in range management, wild horse and burro 
population studies, and social and political issues surrounding wild horses and burros. After 
completing her M.S. degree, she plans on pursuing a PhD in Rangeland Ecosystem Science. 

Scott Bradfield is from Carbondale,  IL where he received his B. S.  and 
M.S. in Plant Biology. His interests are primarily in plant stress physiology. He 
is currently investigating characteristics of various short grass prairie species 
that allow them to survive during long periods of water deficit.  

As the Senior Program Director for the Savory Institute, Byron Shelton provides train-
ing in holistic management for the worldwide network of the Savory Institute Hubs and 
Accredited Professionals. He also provides farm and ranch management consulting for 
Savory Institute.  

Byron is the founder and managing member of a private consulting firm providing facili-
tation and training in whole farm planning using Holistic Management™ decision-making, 
financial planning, ecosystem processes management, planned grazing, ecological moni-
toring, land planning, policy analysis and development processes.  



 

 

Born and raised in Buffalo, New York, Paul Neubauer has been a perennial agricultural in-
tern and apprentice for the past 5 years. In this time his primary foci have been regenera-
tive animal husbandry and the broader skills necessary to farming and ranching.  Paul re-
cently completed his second year Advanced Apprenticeship on the San Juan Ranch in the 
San Luis Valley, as part of the Quivira Coalition’s New Agrarian Program. 

Katie Belle Miller is the owner/operator of Heritage Belle Farms,  a small,  diversi-
fied, and sustainable family farm and ranch that operates on the high prairie of Calhan, 
Colorado, just 30 miles east of Colorado Springs, Colorado. Heritage Belle Farms produces 
registered Texas Longhorn cattle and beef; Navajo Churro sheep, lamb, wool and fiber 
products, heritage breed pork, and farm fresh eggs. Her farm strives to demonstrate 
sustainable agriculture, land stewardship and conservation by producing food that encom-
passes dignity, local economy, optimal nutrition, and restores the ecological capital of our 
soils. Katie is also the Farmer/Rancher Outreach Coordinator as well as an Independent 
Onsite Inspector for the American Grassfed Association.  

Julie Sullivan and her husband George Whitten own and manage their certified organ-
ic, cow/calf-to-finish cattle ranch in the San Luis Valley. She is the founding mentor of the 
Quivira Coalition’s New Agrarian Program and a former university professor of Environmen-
tal Studies and Environmental Education. She is fiercely dedicated to the next generation 
of agrarians, fully functioning ecosystems and creative solutions to the interaction of hu-
mans with their planet. 

Zopher Sabo is the Herdsman for Sustainable Settings Ranch in Carbondale Colo-
rado.  Zopher came from a background in business and retail sales management, after 
attending the University of Kansas focusing on communication and leadership develop-
ment, joined Sustainable Settings in 2010. Focusing on herd development, and all as-
pects of raw grass-fed dairy production, holistic land management, and Biodynamic 
ranch-life has helped develop a successful dairy and training program at Sustainable 
Settings.  

Brook LeVan is co-founder of sustainable Settings, now in its 20th year.  He is also  
co-founder of Biodynamic Source and Biodynamic Botanicals. 

Brook says, “We are soil builders and grass farmers, first. We consider all the food 
and medicinal herbs we produce as by-products of our main emphasis, building soil, 
co-creating an island of health.   We accomplish this by honoring All of the Life 
from the depths of the earth to the depths of the cosmos in order to rebuild a 
foundation of whole health across the whole ranch.”  Sustainable Settings’ accom-
plishes its mission by demonstrating a working model and by utilizing their living la-
boratory to host institutional collaborations, educational intensives, field days, 
tours, and events hosting over 10,000 children and adults annually.”   



 

 

Carrie Balkcom is the Executive Director of the American Grassfed Association.  
AGA is the National, multispecies entity organized to protect and promote Grassfed 
and pasture based farmers and ranchers.   AGA is the leader in pasture based produc-
tion and the oldest grassfed certification in the United States. AGA certifies rumi-
nants and dairy.  Carrie grew up on a Florida cattle ranch and has stayed connected to 
the agriculture and livestock industry.  She has spoken, presented or coordinated nu-
merous regional and national conferences; and is well known in agricultural, culinary and 
sustainable agricultural circles.  

Christine Su is the CEO and co-founder of PastureMap, a technology company help-
ing ranchers increase profits on healthy grasslands. Christine has worked on farms 
and ranches in 4 continents. Christine believes that human knowledge and creativity on 
the land is the key to regenerating landscapes and building vibrant and just food sys-
tems.  

Ranch raised before heading to college, Tate Smith had already developed a deep 
passion for land stewardship and agriculture. After earning a Range Management De-
gree from University of Wyoming, Tate has primarily worked in a regulatory function 
for governmental agencies. Tate's employment with federal, state, and private land 
management entities has influenced his unique perspective on land management. Many 
positive and negative lessons learned have developed a real, sustainable land steward-
ship model that can be easily replicated throughout the Rocky Mountain Front 
Range region. Tate resides in Cheyenne, Wyoming and is the founder of Regenerative 
Stewardship LLC. 

Amber Wyndham,  soil scientist in the Pueblo MLRA office,  is working on a one 
year detail as the NRCS Liaison to the USDA Southwest Climate Hub.  Amber is work-
ing on a drought vulnerability assessment at the Major Land Resource Area (MLRA) 
level based on ecological sites that will help landowners and government agencies iden-
tify and develop adaptation options for drought on rangelands.  

 

*All biographies and photos were provided by speakers.  



 

 

Pre-registration is required by October 29 online at: 

Type to Browser or Click  

Pre-Registration  

2 day package (Oct 31-Nov 1):    $50 [includes 2 lunches] 

1 day (Oct 31 or Nov 1):   $30 [includes lunch] 

Dinner (October 31):   $10 

Late Registration  

2 day package (Oct 31-Nov 1):    $60  

1 day (Oct 31 or Nov 1):     $35  

Contact regarding questions: 

Dan Nosal  daniel.nosal@co.usda.gov   303-218-2632 

Michael Fisher  fisher@pueblocounty.us   719-583-6566 

Lodging 

Hampton Inn              719-566-1726 

Microtel Inn & Suites             719-242-2020 

Other Lodging Pueblo 

RV/Camping available at Fairgrounds:  Contact 

Michelle Hines:  michelle.hines@state.co.us         719-404-2020 

* A block of rooms has been reserved at Microtel for $68/night + tax. Tell them you are with 

"Regenerating Landscapes: Back to the Future Conference". Reserve by 10/16/17 for this rate. 

NOTE:   

 Exhibitors register at the same rate as general participants.  Please contact Dan 
Nosal if you are an exhibitor so we can reserve a booth space for you. 

 

 If you prefer to register by personal check, contact Dan Nosal.  See below. 

Regenerating Landscapes:  Back to the Future - Eventbrite Tickets 

Late registrations accepted all days of the Workshop. 
 All meals cannot be guaranteed for late registration! 

mailto:daniel.nosal@co.usda.gov
mailto:fisher@pueblocounty.us
http://hamptoninn3.hilton.com/en/hotels/colorado/hampton-inn-and-suites-pueblo-southgate-PUBHSHX/index.html
https://www.wyndhamhotels.com/microtel/pueblo-colorado/microtel-inn-and-suites-pueblo/overview?WID=LC:MT:20150901:Rio:Local
https://www.kayak.com/Pueblo-Hotels.429.hotel.ksp?lang=en&gclid=Cj0KEQjwpZO_BRDym6K_nMye7cEBEiQAVA7RaIdEeUS7LsUR2TA2-vLHCyBMIZMLMY4d2_oomE3rZWgaApk18P8HAQ&aid=11621117585
mailto:michelle.hines@state.co.us
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/regenerating-landscapes-back-to-the-future-tickets-36446287828?aff=utm_source%3Deb_email%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_campaign%3Dnew_event_email&utm_term=eventurl_text


 

 

Colorado State Fairgrounds Directions and Map 


